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Seeds for Bees Cover Crop Program

“I would highly recommend planting a cover crop for bees.  It will help keep the bees 
healthy while waiting for the bloom, or provide feed after the bloom prior to bees 
being removed. You are likely to get better beekeepers with better bees if you 
provide a cover crop.”   - 2017 Seeds for Bees Participant

70%> Of participants increased their engagement in honey bee 
Best Management Practices like improved pesticide application 
practices to protect pollinators and better communication with 
beekeepers.

20 Counties in California were represented by enrollees

Improved Bee Health, Organic Matter Content, 
Dust Control, and Water Infiltration  were the top 
benefits participants witnessed in their operations.

3 PAm seed mixes: Mustard, Clover, and Vetch
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“I would encourage most growers to plant the cover crop if it fits their specific
 operation. It is extremely helpful in weed competition, nitrogen increases, water 
 infiltration, and increased water availability for bees.” - 2017 Seeds for Bees Participant

85%>  Plan to include cover crops in future management plans 
as a result of their participation in Seeds for Bees

Seeds for Bees increases the diversity and quantity of bee forage in California orchards, farms, and vineyards, while 
improving soil health by encouraging the use of cover crops.  The seed mixes available to Seeds for Bees enrollees 
are designed to bloom at critical times of the year when natural forage is scarce and managed and native bees are 
active.  When planted in an orchard the Seeds for Bees seed mixes are dual purpose; they meet the needs of both 
beekeeper and grower.

In 2017 140 California growers planted over 6,500 acres of cover crop
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